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Where is the Ark?
1. And this is the inventory: 30 gold basins, 1,000 silver, basins 29 knives; 30 gold bowls, 410 silver double bowls and 1,000 other vessels; in all 5,400 gold and silver vessels. Sheshbazzar brought all these back when the exiles came back from Babylon unto Jerusalem. (Ezra 1:9-11)
2. And deposit in the Ark the tablets of the covenant which I will give you. (Exodus 25:10- 22) 

3. II Samuel 6:1-11 describes King David bringing the Ark of the Covenant into the city of Jerusalem. It is a key moment in the process of David making Jerusalem the capital city of the unified nation. 

4. I Kings 8:1- 9 describes King Solomon bringing the Ark of the Covenant into the newly completed Temple. The installation of the Ark serves as the final step in the dedication of the Temple. The Ark stood in the Holy of Holies in the Temple in Jerusalem

5. The Bible describes an attack on Jerusalem by Pharaoh Shishak/ Pharaoh Shoshenq of Egypt during the reign of King Rehoboam. The text says that Pharaoh Shishak “carried off the treasures of the House of the Eternal.” (I Kings 14:25-26)

6. “Raiders of the Lost Ark” imagines that Pharaoh Shishak brought the Ark back to Egypt and placed in the Well of Souls in his capital city, Tanis. The Ark could still be buried somewhere in an yet to be excavated ancient site in Egypt.

7. II Kings 25 describes the destruction of the Temple by the Babylonians. The description of the Temple treasures which the Babylonians took with them does not include any mention of the Ark. This leads some people to believe that the Temple Priests hid the Ark in a secret tunnel or a cave in the Temple mount. By the time of the return from exile none of these priests remained alive. Because of the sacred nature of the Temple mount to Jews and Moslems little to no archeological investigation has been possible in the area. So, the Ark could still be hidden in a long-forgotten cave within the Temple Mount.

8. The Church of Our Lady Mary of Zion in Aksum, Ethiopia claims to possess the Ark in a room that no one is allowed to enter. According to the legend, Menelik, the son the Queen of Sheba and King Solomon, brought the Ark from Jerusalem back to ancient Sheba, now known as Ethiopia. 

9. Some people have suggested that the Knights Templar designed the Rosslyn Chapel in Scotland as a re-creation of Solomon’s Temple. There is a “story” that during the Crusades the Knights Templar discovered the Ark and brought it back to Scotland where it remains hidden in Rosslyn Chapel to this very day.  

10. The Ark was destroyed in the general destruction of the Temple in 586 BCE. In any case the people returning from the exile did not have the Ark to place in the Holy of Holies in the center of the Temple. In the rebuilt Temple the Holy of Holies was an empty room. 

11. The Book of Joshua describes the Ark leading the procession of the Israelites as they prepare to enter the Land of Israel by crossing the Jordan River. When the priests carrying the Ark step into the Jordan, the river stops flowing, allowing the people cross on dry land (Joshua 3:3- 17). 
12. When the Israelites marched around the walls of the city of Jericho “the Ark of the Eternal” led them. (Joshua 6:6 -14).

13. The Israelites, after losing a battle with the Philistines, brazenly try to harness the power of the Ark by taking asking Hophni and Phineas, the sons of the Eli the High Priest, to bring the Ark to the battlefield to ensure victory in the next battle. A disaster ensues. The Philistines rout the Israelites, killing and capturing much of the Israelite army.  The Philistines take the Ark as war booty. But where ever in their cities, the Philistines place the Ark, God causes chaos and illness. Eventually the Philistines send the Ark back to the Israelites (I Samuel 4:1 – 7:21).

14. While King David’s procession was bringing the Ark to Jerusalem, it began to slide off its cart. “Uzzah reached out for the Ark of God and grasped it, and for the oxen had stumbled. The Eternal was incensed at Uzzah. And God struck him down on the spot for his indiscretion and he died there beside the Ark of God” (II Samuel 6:6-7).

15.  “Ezra came up from Babylon a scribe expert in the Torah of Moses which the Eternal God of Israel …(Ezra 7:6)

16. Ki Mitziyon Teitazei Tirah, Udvar Adonai Miyerushalayim, For out of Zion shall come the Torah, the word of the Eternal from Jerusalem.” (Isaiah 2:3). 
17. Torah began coming forth from Jerusalem in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah. 

How Do You Spell King David’s Name?

18. King David’s name appears many times in the Hebrew Bible, in a total of 1023 verses. The Hebrew Bible mentions David more often than any other person. Moses appears only 770 times.  In the pre-exile books that tell the “David” story or that refer to his descendants, I & II Samuel, I & II Kings, his name is spelled: Daled, Vav, Daled. The major prophetic books of the pre-exile era, Isaiah and Jeremiah, maintain this spelling. The three-letter spelling also occurs.in Psalms. Proverbs, Ruth, and Ecclesiastes. 

19. But Ezra, Nehemiah and other post-exile books add a Yud. The three letter Daled, Vav, Daled becomes the four letter Daled, Vav, Yud, Daled. This four-letter version of the name appears eight times in Ezra/Nehemiah: Ezra 3:10 8:2,20 Nehemiah 3:16, 12:24, 36, 45 and 46. And in I & II Chronicles, which retell the history of the David and the Davidic line, we find his name with the four-letter spelling almost a hundred times.

20. During World War One many German supply trucks featured paintings of Wagnerian war maidens, known as Valkyrie. In response, the French cartoonist Benjamin Rabier, painted a picture of a laughing cow on the trucks in which he brought food to French soldiers at the front. In the bilingual word play, Rabier took the German Valkyrie and transformed it into the French vache qui’rit, or laughing cow to express a disdain for the Germans. After the war Rabier’s friend, Léon Bel, used that image of the laughing cow on the packaging for his new cheese company. The first generation of customers may have connected the cheese products to the food trucks of World War One.  Over the decades as time passed and the Bel company expanded, they maintained the logo of the laughing cow. But the origins of that laughing cow have been forgotten. Today’s purchasers of Bel products have no understanding of why a laughing cow adorns the package. 
21. A similar dynamic can be seen in the name of a London neighborhood called the Elephant and Castle which includes a well-known pub of the same name.  The tube station bearing that name features a large statue of an elephant with a castle on its back. The name has been connected to this south of the Thames area for centuries, Shakespeare mentioned an inn called the Elephant in his play the Twelfth Night. Some people believe that the name the Elephant and Castle is a corruption of the Spanish phrase “La Infanta de Castille” describing Katherine of Aragon before her marriage to Henry VIII or Eleanor of Castile before her marriage to Edward I. 

22.  Albert Jack, in his “The Old Dog and Duck: The Secret Meanings of Pub Names, provides a different approach. He explains that the corner at the center of the Elephant and Castle was once the location of a cutlery center. The symbol of the guild of cutlers was an elephant with a howdah, a carriage for passengers, on its back. The cutlers used the symbol of an elephant because they made knife handles from ivory. One could imagine the howdah being described as a castle, which could lead to the name: Elephant and Castle.

23. The vowel marks which are so familiar to us, did not yet exist at that time. They would be created by the Masoretes around 1000 CE, 1500 years after days of Ezra/Nehemiah. Before the Masoretes, pronouncing Hebrew words word correctly grew out of the community’s mastery of vowel patterns and knowledge of specific words and names.  

24. In this case, without the Yud one could apply standard Hebrew vowel patters to the letters Daled, Vav, Daled and pronounce the name Davad or Deved. The extra Yud is a device that clearly signals that the vowel sound connected to the Vav is an “ee” sound, not an “ah” or an “eh”.  Someone added the Yud to help the post-exile readers properly pronounce the word.

25. And despite being U.N. secretary-general for well over a year now, Ban Ki-moon still gets addressed as Mr. Ki-moon or Mr. Moon, prompting his chief of staff to send out an e-mail in March on the correct way to refer to the South Korean diplomat. As in many East Asian languages, the U.N. chief’s first name is his surname. Thus, his correct title is Secretary-General Ban, and it “is pronounced Baahn, as in ‘Autobahn’.” (The Los Angeles Times May 5, 2008)

26. The extra Yud in David’s name in post-exile texts is 2500-year-old pronunciation guide. The authors/editors of post-exile texts did not trust the people of their era to know enough to correctly pronounce King David’s name. They believed that the people of their era did not know as much as the people of the previous era. While the need for the extra Yud has disappeared, the dynamic of seeing one’s own generation as less knowledgeable than previous generations abides. While we do embrace modern medicine and communications and computers, we may feel that the rabbis, composers, writers, artists or musicians of an earlier era were superior to our own. 
