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Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech haolam, asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav v tzivanu
la-asok b ’divrei Torah.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, who makes us holy and commands us
to busy ourselves with words of Torah.

Courage
1. Deuteronomy 31:6-8
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(6) Be strong and courageous, be not in fear or in dread of them; for the ETERNAL your
God marches with you: God will not fail you or forsake you. (7) Then Moses called Joshua
and said to him in the sight of all Israel: “Be strong and courageous, for it is you who shall
go with this people into the land that the ETERNAL swore to their ancestors to give them,
and it is you who shall apportion it to them. (8) And the ETERNAL will go before you. God
will be with you; God will not fail you or forsake you. Fear not and be not dismayed!”

2. Sifrei D’varim 29:7
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"And charge (tzav) Joshua": "charging" (tzivui) is prompting to zeal, as it is
written, "And Moses called to Joshua and he said to him before the eyes of all of
Israel: 'Be strong and firm'": "Be strong" in Torah, "and be firm" in good deeds.

3. Sifrei D’varim 305:2
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At that time the strength of Moses increased and he strengthened Joshua before the eyes of all
of Israel, as it is written (Deut. 31:7) "And Moses called to Joshua and he said to him before
the eyes of all of Israel: 'Be strong and firm!'" Behold, the people that I am giving you are
still kids, still infants. Do not be censorious of what they do, for neither was their Master, viz.
(Hoshea 11:1) "For Israel was a youth and I loved him," and (Song of Songs 1:8) "And graze
your kids by the dwellings of the shepherds" — Take them into the shepherds' tents.
Variantly: (Ibid.) "beikvei hatzon" — They were trodden down by the heel (ekev). "And graze
your kids".




Resilience

4. Deuteronomy 10:1-2
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(1) Thereupon the ETERNAL said to me, “Carve out two tablets of stone like the first, and
come up to Me on the mountain; and make an ark of wood. (2) I will inscribe on the tablets
the commandments that were on the first tablets that you smashed, and you shall deposit them
in the ark.”

5. Babylonian Talmud, Bava Batra 14b
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The Gemara inquires: And doesn’t the other Sage, Rabbi Meir, also require it for that?
The Gemara answers: Yes, it is indeed so. Rather, from where does he derive that the
broken pieces of the first set of tablets were placed in the Ark? The Gemara expounds: He
derives this from that which Rav Yosef taught, as Rav Yosef taught a baraita: The verses
state: “At that time the Eternal said to me: Hew for yourself two tablets of stone like the
first...and I will write on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets, which you
broke, and you shall put them in the Ark” (Deuteronomy 10:1-2). This teaches that both
the second set of tablets and the broken pieces of the first set of tablets were placed in the
Ark.
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The Gemara asks: And what does the other one, Rabbi Yehuda, learn from this verse? The
Gemara answers: He requires it for that which Reish Lakish teaches, as Reish Lakish
says: What is the meaning of that which is stated: “The first tablets, which you broke [asher
shibbarta)”? These words allude to the fact that God approved of Moses’ action, as if the
Holy One, Blessed be God, said to Moses: May your strength be straight [ yishar
kohakhal because you broke them.

6. Jerusalem Talmud, Shekalim, 6:1:10
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The Gemara elaborates on the topic of the Ark of the Covenant. It was taught that Rabbi
Yehuda ben Lakish said: Two Arks would travel with Israel in the desert: One, in which
the Torah, i.e., the second tablets that were given to Moses after he broke the first ones, was
placed, and the other, in which the shards of the first tablets were placed. That in which
the Torah was kept, was the Ark that was placed in the Tent of Meeting, in the Holy of
Holies. This is as it is written: “And the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord, and Moses,
departed not out of the camp” (Numbers 14:44). The one in which the shards of the
tablets were placed would embark and return with them when they went to war.
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| Consequently, there were times that it would be seen among them.

Perspective

7. Exodus 33:18-23
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(18) He said, “Oh, let me behold Your Presence!” (19) And God answered, “I will make all
My goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim before you the name Eternal, and the grace
that I grant and the compassion that I show.® (20) But,” God said, “you cannot see My face,
for man may not see Me and live.” (21) And the ETERNAL said, “See, there is a place near
Me. Station yourself on the rock (22) and, as My Presence passes by, I will put you in a cleft
of the rock and shield you with My hand until I have passed by. (23) Then I will take My
hand away and you will see My back; but My face must not be seen.”

One More for Good Luck

7. Likutei Moharan, Part 11, 48:2:7
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Know, too! a person must cross a very, very narrow bridge. The main rule is: Do not be
frightened at all!




